[Effect of anesthetics on porphyrin-sensitized photodamage of cells].
The ability of a positively charged local anesthetic dibucain introduced into cell suspension prior to its irradiation to accelerate porphyrin-sensitized photodestruction of different cells is shown. Neutral anesthetics benzocain and ethanol had no such effect. There has been obtained evidence that the dibucain-induced increase in the amount of cell-bound sensitizer plays an essential role in the acceleration of photodestruction.